
loned out
East Side residents say district's busing

plan is unfair

which is at the maximum tax rate allowed by
law - is forced to make tough budget decisions,
what next. Brown asked? Would the district
resort to a district-wide neighborhood school
plan and do away with the Choice program,
which allows students to pick their junior highs
and high schools?

And since many of Wichita Falls'schools are
in areas that are predominately one race, many
of the schools could eventually resemble what
they looked like during the days of segregation
with a neighborhood plan.

"Why do you want to do away with desegre-
gation?" Brown said. "I would move from here if
that happened. I would make sure my kids have
a place to learn all races and all cultures."

District Superintendent Dr. Connie Welsh
said scrapping the Choice plan would be out of
the question with the current school board
members.

"Currenfly I think we are so committed to
providing opporhmities of choice for all indi-
viduals," she said. "We want to be fair with all
children and have equal access of all choices.
We want to ensure equal choice for all families,
both at the elementary and secondary level. At
the same time, we are sensitive to preventing
multiple school changes for elementary kids."

Elementary students are essentially on a
neighborhood plan with the exception of mag-
net schools and the busing zone. If the district
did get rid of the busing zone - which trans-
ports 185 elementary students to other areas -
it wottld not be effective until the 2ffi2-03 school
year at the earliest, Welsh said.
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Paula Brown keeps a busing tradition alive in
Wichita Falls each time she takes her daughters'
hands and walks them around the corner to the
bus stop at the Boys and Girls Club on Rosewood
Avenue.

She and her daughters, l2-yearold Sade and
8-year-old Qhynesha, reside in the school dis-
Eict's busing zone on the East Side, which was
created 32 years ago in a failed effort to keep the
courts and forced integration out.

The busing zone was meant to make the city's
schools more racially balanced. But it only
aroused anger in the black community - espe-
cially since it meant the closing of the all-black
Booker T. Washington High School - and it
helped prompt a desegregation lawsuit in 1970,
which stuck until this past July

Despite the court's involvement, the busing
zone stayed and black students were still rushed
out of their neighborhood and into the previ-
ously all-white schools elsewhere in the city
Even with desegregation gone, the once-hated
busing zone remains.

Brown likes that her children get to attend
Ben FYanklin Elementary because of its quality
education, but she wonders why other elemen-
tary students, who are outside the magnet pro-
grams, don't get bused to her part of the city

"I think it shonld be fair for all kids. no mat-
ter what side of town they live on," she said. "It's
supposed to be top priority for the kids. . . . They
(the school board) are going to have to sit at the
table and figure it out, because I think it's worth
it."

Her husband Clifford, an artist and factory
worken said he also thinks the busing zone rais-
es some concerns about the commtrnity

"It is unfair to the kids on the East Side," he
said. "There are all kinds of ups and downs to
being bused."

But the school dishict is thinking about just
doing away with the busing zone altogether in a
c,ouple of years, instead of expanding it. Offi-
cials with the school system envision a possibil-
ity of saving money by not having to transport
elementary students who live east of downtown
all the way to West Foundation, Jefferson, Ben
Franklin, Fain or Ben Milam elementary
schools.

It costs about $2.25 million to bus all the stu-
dents in the disfict. Each bus route comes to an
average of $129.88 per day or about $19,000 a
piece per year. The basic idea behind the savings
is that there would be less bus routes going to
the bus zone if it were eliminated, and buses
most likely wouldn't be going as far.

If saving money is key and the district -



Part of eliminating the busing zone would
include a phase out, she said. Students current-
ly enrolled in a particular school wottld be prob-
ably allowed to finish elementary school where
they're currently enrolled, she said.

The district also would keep its voluntary
transfer program, which allows students to
transfer to whatever school they want as long as
there's space, Welsh said, but that wouldn't
include any extra transportation for those stu-
dents.

The unfairness of the busing zone on the
predominately black East Side was a chief com-
plaint of the desegregation lawsuit filed against
the district in 1970.

It basically accused the school system of
practibing "gerrymandering," which means the
district drew school boundaries based along
racial hnes. The lawsuit claimed "by unwinding
this segregated school zone map, all schools
could have been integrated without 'busing,' but
due to the prejudice and hatred and discrimina-
tion" of the white community the school board
voted to bus the blacks out of their area instead.

The 19?0lawsuit also claimed that the white
community was afraid of busing their children
to the black and Hispanic portions of the city

"Busing has never been fair and never will
be," said City Council member Arthur Bea
Williams, who graduated from the former all-
black Booker T Washington High School. "By
its very nature it can't be if it takes people out of
one neighborhood and put into another. . . . I've
never been for one-way busing, period. It is
never going to fair as long as it is one way"

But Williams said she could be for a neigh-
borhood plan, as long as funding for each school
remains on an even playing field. Making one
school "a dump and one a mansion" wouldn't be
fah she said.

Sheila Nally who is one of the few white res-
idents of the busing zone, said she wouldn't
want the district to do away with it. It does too
much good for her sons, Jeffrey and Jesse, 8-
year-old twins who go to Ben FYanklin, she said.

"We like where they go," Nally said. "That
was one of our major decisions to move over
here. ... They are doing so well where they are
right now why would I want to mess that up?"

The community probably wouldn't be for an
equal form of busing for elementary students
though, she said.

"Would you want your kids to come over here
with all the kids in the projects?" Nally said. "Be
serious."

The single mother does believe that her four
sons benefit from being a minority on the East
Side.

"I'm raising my kids to believe it doesn't mat-
ter what a person looks like on the outside,"
Nally said.

If the schools happen to become re-segregat-
ed one day the district is prohibited to consider
race in the moving of students around, either
with Choice or any other method, said retired
district Chief Compliance Officer Tom
McGough.

"We won't do it anymore," he said. "Con-
trolled Choice, beginning next fall will not be
based on race. Our court order never required
us to balance the elementary schools. It was only
the secondary schools."

Even today some schools do not have a simi-
lar racial balance as the citywide percentage,
which is about 75 percent white, 12 percent His-
panic, 12 percent black and 1 percent other.

Fannin Elementary School, which is located
outside the busing zone on the East Side, is 53.7
percent black, 32.3 percent Hispanic, 11.9 per-
cent white and 2.1 percent Asian.

Huey Elementary School, which is south of
Fannin, is 54.6 percent Hispanic, 36.5 percent
white, ? percent black and 1.9 percent Asian -
despite having a magnet program.

Ben F"ranklin - which is near Midwestern
State University and where many of the stu-
dents from the busing zone go - is 73.4 percent
white, 15.5 percent Hispanic, 8.8 percent black
and 2.3 percent Asian.

But despite many of the racial disparages
that still exist in Wichita Falls schools,
McGough said the school board "will look at
busing" as a way to save monelu

"They already have," he said. "It is an issue."


