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(Photo: Jimmy Loyd) Shadow Creek Ranch residents worry about an odor in 
the area. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has received more 
than 740 complaints. 

Nina Gutierrez-Garcia has been living with an intense odor that she says has permeated 
her home and her neighborhood in the Pearland area. 

The Shadow Creek Ranch resident worries that whatever is causing the smell may be 
affecting her health, as well as that of her family and neighbors. 

"The odor has truly destroyed my life," Gutierrez-Garcia wrote in a recent email. "I am 
awake at 3:57 a.m. I have had maybe five hours of sleep total this evening. This has been 
the story of my life for the past at least three years." 

When it is particularly strong, she said, "the odor affects my eyes, causing them to water, 
and causes nausea." 

As a resident of a suburban community bounded by commercial and light industrial 
facilities, Gutierrez-Garcia is not alone in her concern. Since August, the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality has received more than 740 complaints about 
the mysterious odor, according to Andrea Morrow, a spokeswoman for the agency. 



The commission "has been investigating the odor complaints in the Pearland area since 
August 2015, but a source has not yet been confirmed," she said, adding "all potential 
sources for the odors are being evaluated." 

 

State officials said they have conducted 26 investigations, with each addressing multiple 
individual complaints.  

"To date, no investigations have documented sufficient evidence to support an odor 
nuisance allegation," TCEQ spokesman Andrew Keese wrote in an email. 

Residents and officials from nearby Pearland have described the odor as pungent, 
likening it at different times to solid waste, petroleum or rotten eggs. 

Officials say two businesses, Akzo Nobel Surface Chemistry and Blue Ridge Landfill, are 
considered potential sources. 

Some residents protested against an expansion of the landfill in 2008, and now worry it 
may be emitting harmful fumes. 

According to state investigative reports, the landfill is authorized to accept municipal 
solid waste including that from households and yards, commercial businesses, 
construction and demolition, and industrial sites. 

Landfill in compliance 

"We are committed to being a good neighbor and (to) excellence in landfill 
management," Blue Ridge Landfill said in a written statement last week. "While the 
landfill is in full compliance with federal and state regulators, we take any concern 
regarding landfill operations seriously. We employ extensive landfill management 



practices including conducting daily odor inspections to ensure we meet or exceed state 
and local standards."  

Akzo Nobel is a specialty chemicals plant. Company officials did not respond to requests 
for comment. 

The City of Pearland is working closely with the TCEQ's Region 12 staff to determine the 
sources of the odor, said Eric Wilson, the city's public works director. The city is relying 
on the agency's air toxicity unit for information regarding the levels of potential air 
contaminants. 

"As part of the City's effort to assist the TCEQ, we are collecting data for mapping 
purposes in an effort to narrow the focus of the potential sources," Wilson wrote in an 
email. "The City is exchanging the data that is allowed by policy in an effort to create a 
very detailed event history." 

He noted the city's authority is limited because all of the potential sources are "outside 
of the city's jurisdiction." 

"However, we are responding to all complaints that are submitted to the City via email 
or calls received by the Department of Public Works," he said. 

For their part, state officials said potential sources evaluated during investigations 
include "municipal solid waste operations, chemical manufacturing plants, and 
wastewater facilities." 

Many potential sources 

They say the number of potential sources has complicated efforts to pinpoint the source 
of the odor. 

Keese wrote that odors associated with landfills and wastewater treatment are common 
- "often sulfurous compounds, having a rotten egg-type smell." He said they wouldn't 
typically cause respiratory problems, but at certain levels could cause headaches or 
nausea. 

State officials said they will continue testing air quality and composition and use other 
measures to determine the source. 

Said Morrow: "We will need the results of the investigation to determine what next steps 
are required." 

Staff writer Glynn Hill contributed to this report. 


