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News Release 
TCEQ to host meeting on water quality for Jarbo Bayou 

Plan to reduce bacteria and protect recreational safety will be discussed 
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The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality will host a meeting to take public comment on a 
plan to reduce bacteria and protect recreational safety in Jarbo Bayou in Galveston County. 
Following a brief presentation, public comments will be taken on both the draft implementation plan 
and total maximum daily load, on which the plan is based. 
 
The public meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 25, 2016, at 6 p.m. at the Clear Lake 
Shores Club House, 931 Cedar Road, Clear Lake Shores, Texas 77565. 
 
The goal is to reduce bacteria levels in Jarbo Bayou, making it safer for recreation. High levels of 
bacteria may pose a risk to people who engage in contact recreation activities such as swimming or 
wading in an impaired water body. Indicator bacteria are commonly found in the intestines of warm-
blooded organisms, such as humans, livestock, cats, and dogs. These bacteria in water may indicate 
the presence of disease-causing microorganisms. 
 
A TMDL is a detailed water quality assessment that provides the scientific foundation to allocate 
pollutant loads in a certain body of water in order to restore and maintain designated uses. The 
implementation plan, developed by regional stakeholders, is a flexible tool that the governmental 
and non-governmental participants will use to implement the TMDL. 
 
At this meeting, members of the public can present oral statements when called upon in order of 
registration. An agency staff member will give a brief presentation at the start of the meeting and will 
be available to answer questions before and after all public comments have been received. Those 
with disabilities who require special communication or other accommodation and are planning to 
attend the meeting should contact the agency at 512-239-6682 as far in advance as possible. Copies 
of the draft TMDLs and the draft implementation plan can be obtained via the commission's website 
at http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/tmdl/tmdlnews.html or by calling 512-239-6682. 

 

Written comments on the plan should reference “Total Maximum Daily Load for Indicator Bacteria 
in Jarbo Bayou” and be submitted by midnight on March 7, 2016, to Lauren Oertel, Water Quality 
Planning Division, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, MC 203, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, 
TX 78711-3087 or faxed to 512-239-1414. Comments may also be submitted electronically to 
www1.tceq.texas.gov/rules/ecomments/. 
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