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When water started flowing over the Medina Lake spillway, it worried not only 
shoreline residents but folks farther downstream. 

Online  

 

Video: See aerial images of Medina Lake surging over the spillway early Tuesday at 
mySA.com  

Weather watch 

https://www.facebook.com/medinalakewater/videos/657143201117975/
https://www.facebook.com/medinalakewater/videos/657143201117975/
https://www.facebook.com/medinalakewater/videos/657143201117975/


 

• One week ago, Medina Lake was just under 76 percent full. 

• By Tuesday, the lake level had risen 10 feet, to 100 percent full. 

• Flash flood watch through Thursday morning for all South-Central Texas. 

• Widespread rainfall with amounts of 3-6 inches and up to 10 inches in some locations. 

Check your local forecast online at mySA.com 
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With a storm sweeping through the area, Pat Fielder of Texan Marina Service 
walks across a floating dock at Medina Lake. 
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The high water is evident for people motoring along County Road 261 where it 
crosses Diversion Lake just downstream from Medina Lake. 

BANDERA — Forecasts of widespread downpours this week are generating region-wide 
concern, especially in the Hill Country, where weekend flooding claimed one life, swept 
vehicles away, inundated homes — and filled Medina Lake for the first time in years. 

Shoreline residents have watched the lake rebound from less than 5 percent full in early 
2015. Their celebratory mood quickly turned to worry as water began flowing over the 
dam’s spillway, which also heightened flooding concerns in Castroville, LaCoste and 
other downstream communities. 

“People with lakeside property are nervous about getting flooded,” said Bandera County 
Commissioner Bobby Harris, whose precinct includes the Lakehills community. 

There’s also a concern that the century-old dam itself could be overtopped if the lake — 
whose level increased 10 feet in the past week, to 100 percent of capacity — continues 
rising. 

“A big rain could push some significant flooding over the dam,” Medina County Judge 
Chris Schuchart said. “The weather coming from the west appears to be headed right for 
the lake’s recharge zone.” 

The National Weather Service has issued a flash-flood watch for the entire San Antonio 
region through Thursday morning. 



“Over the next two days, we’re going to have numerous rounds of storms producing very 
heavy rainfall and threats of flooding across the entirety of South-Central Texas,” NWS 
meteorologist Brett Williams said. 

Because of saturation from heavy recent rains, he said: “The stage is set for flash 
flooding.” 

The entity that operates the dam, the Bexar-Medina-Atascosa Counties Water Control 
and Improvement District No. 1, is “monitoring the rate of rise and has already made 
contact with downstream entities,” said Andrew Keese, a spokesman for the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality. “The district indicated that they will implement 
the emergency action plan as it becomes necessary.” 

Keese also noted improvements were completed in 2012 to stabilize the dam in case it 
was overtopped and said: “The TCEQ has no concerns about its stability.” 

Bandera County Judge Richard Evans was still assessing the extent of local damage 
before deciding whether to pursue a disaster declaration aimed at securing state or 
federal aid to help fund repairs of weekend damage. 

“If it rains more, it’s going to be a problem,” Evans said, noting 13 people were rescued 
from high water. 

“We were lucky we didn’t lose anybody,” he said. “A holiday weekend is a terrible time 
for a flood.” 

More than 10 inches of rain there late Saturday caused flooding that inundated several 
homes off Chipman Lane that only became accessible for residents to return Monday 
night, Evans said. 

The swollen Medina River also carried off several motor homes and trailers from the 
Pioneer RV Park in Bandera — along with two people there who were later rescued. 

“People were panicky,” said Dan Smith, 67, who was awakened at 2 a.m. Sunday by a 
police officer and helped campers on low-lying lots move their vehicles to higher 
ground. 

“I’m still hooked up,” he added, pointing to his trailer hitched to his truck so he can 
leave on a moment’s notice. 

Seeing Medina Lake full lake was a welcome change for Mike Crandall, the owner of a 
local water sports business and member of the grass-roots group, “Save Medina Lake.” 

“All of the businesses are really excited right now and looking forward to people coming 
out to the lake,” he said. 

The group had previously criticized the BMA for not impounding the maximum possible 
amount of water during the drought, but Crandall praised the district on Tuesday for 
addressing those concerns. 

In Comal County, Canyon Lake also filled up from heavy rains along the Guadalupe 
River, prompting the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to increase dam releases there to 
nearly 5,000 cubic feet per second. 



No weekend flooding occurred around New Braunfels, but “everyone is just watching 
the weather,” the county’s spokesman, Paul Anthony said. “With the lake already high 
and the Guadalupe River going fast, obviously any more rain is a concern.” 

The volatile weekend weather also caused problems in Kendall County, particularly in 
Comfort, where Houston resident Flora Molima, 23, drowned in Cypress Creek, which 
swamped the car she was in on Texas 27 at 1:40 a.m. Sunday. 

Several vehicles parked at Allen’s Auto Service beside the creek also were carried 
downstream, including two large U-Haul trucks. Owner Allen Nezat said he has been 
through three similar floods since opening the business in 1971, noting, “The one in ’78 
took my house and everything else.” 

Phil Jenkins said he saw a vehicle with lights on tumble down the creek about the time 
Molima went missing. He was outside his bed-and-breakfast, Camp Comfort, which had 
to evacuate about 20 wedding guests. 

“The teenagers were having a blast watching the U-Hauls float downstream. They’d 
never seen anything like that before,” Jenkins said. “But then, when the water topped 
the retaining wall, that’s when it got real.” 

They spent the rest of the night in a local hotel lobby but were back before daybreak to 
the B&B, where the wedding party plans to return for a one-year anniversary party. 

“They booked all the rooms again for next year on the way out,” Jenkins said. 
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